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Abstract 
Between 1999 and 2007, Governor Jeb Bush implemented 
“The Florida Cocktail,” an intensive mix of accountability 
and choice reforms for K-12 education.  This study aimed to 
determine if the reforms or external variables such as 
median income, school funding, and unemployment rates 
impacted student success as measured by graduation rates 
and school grades.  
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Virtual schools offer courses 
to students from districts 
too small or poor to fund 
them. They also serve as a 
substitute for brick-and-
mortar schools. 

Charter schools are 
independent public schools 
funded by taxpayer money 
that offer alternative 
educational programming not 
featured in traditional public 
schools. 

Scenarios Matrix 

Recommendations 
The Importance of Median Income 

The results of the analysis indicate that in Florida, 
median income was a greater indicator of educational 
outcomes than any of the reforms composing the 
Cocktail. Thus, Florida’s success in educational 
outcomes, such as increased graduation rate, may be 
attributed to the growing state economy. Overall, 
education researchers and policy makers across the 
country should consider situational factors such as 
median income rather than only focusing on reforms.  
 
Looking Beyond Standardized Exams 

Standardized exams cannot capture  the value of an 
education or the ways in which education impacts an 
individual. Learning conditions are not explicitly  
reflected in standardized test results, but factors such 
as these can be essential in helping or hindering 
students from reaching their full potentials. Overall, 
U.S. educational leaders must consider factors outside 
of standardized testing when measuring the success of 
an educational  system in need of improvement. 

McKay Scholarships are 
vouchers for students with 
learning disabilities to attend 
private or public schools that 
offer programs that meet their 
unique needs. 
 
Charter Schools 

The Tax Credit Scholarships 
are vouchers for low-income 
families to transfer their 
children to private or public 
schools more suitable for 
their individual needs. 
 
Virtual Schools 

The Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test scores are 
standardized to measure performance of schools and to 
assign letter grades according to the guidelines laid out by 
Jeb Bush’s “A+ Plan for Education.” Funding given to schools 
depends upon performance as measured by school grades. 

Analysis 
Two bi-variate and multi-variate analyses were conducted 
to examine the impact of the choice reforms and economic 
variables on outcomes in schools as measured by school 
grades and graduation rates.  It was determined that 
median income has a much greater impact on school 
outcomes than any of the reforms. 
Dependent Variables 

•  Graduation Rate 
•  Log of Standardized  
     District Grade 

Independent Variables 
•  Charter Schools 
•  McKay Scholarships 
•  Virtual Schools 
•  Tax Credit Scholarships 
•  Log of Median Income 
•  Log of Total Funding 
•  Unemployment Rate 
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