
What is the future of technology as it relates to healthcare
in Africa, particularly with regard to maternal health?

Economic GrowthEconomic Growth
• Kenya’s female population and
total female employment are
steadily increasing

• Demonstrates improving
economic conditions for women

ImplicationsImplications
Preferred Future

• High levels of tech infrastructure and female
education lead to greater efficiency in healthcare

Probable Future

• Technology is available but low female education
rates prevent women from learning how to use
technology, which leads to maternal healthcare
remaining stagnant

Possible Future

• Low levels of both technology infrastructure and
female education mean women will be uneducated
on health issues and healthcare will remain
inefficient

AbstractAbstract
Our research explores ways mobile phone technology can
impact maternal healthcare in Africa. We analyzed trends
across 10 African countries, with a focus on Kenya where GE
hopes to enter the market, and determined which countries
presented the best business opportunities. Finally, our project
will highlight success factors and challenges for companies
entering the mobile technology market in Africa.

MethodsMethods
Using data from 27 key indicators pertinent to
mHealth in Africa, we ran correlations to do a
systematic trend analysis. We analyzed
indicators that had strong correlations and
used this data to rank each region on three
benchmarks:

• Support from government and financial 
institutions

• Necessary infrastructure and technology
• Economic conditions for females

RecommendationsRecommendations
Our analysis shows that Kenya is the lowest hanging fruit for current
mHealth projects and presents a good opportunity for businesses
hoping to enter the African market. There are, however, several other
countries that present good opportunities for businesses hoping to
enter the African market, namely Nigeria, Mozambique and Uganda.
Additionally, any company hoping to enter the market should look
further into corruption in the country. High levels of corruption may
exist even in countries that are trending positively in other indicators.

Research LimitationsResearch Limitations
• Corruption

•Difficult to quantify
•Can go undetected or unreported
•Countries may lie to stimulate investment

• Lack of Data
•Inaccurate
•Inconsistent

Source: Association of Nigerian Physicians in the Americas

 

Government SupportGovernment Support
• GDP indicates whether a country has the
necessary funding to afford mobile health
technology

• Nigeria is the leader in GDP per capita PPP
and is increasing at a steady rate; Kenya’s GDP
is also on the rise, although increasing at a
slower rate than Nigeria’s GDP

TechnologicalTechnological   ReadinessReadiness
• Kenya is the leading country in its capacity to
expand related to mobile technology based on
technological readiness

• Nigeria and Mozambique were also trending
positively in technological readiness, indicating
potential future business opportunities

 

IntroductionIntroduction
With globalization, technological
developments stand to play a role in
improving maternal healthcare in developing
countries (Vital Wave Consulting). Mobile
phone technology, known as mHealth, has
low costs and high accessibility, creating
huge potential for businesses (Kaplan).
Improving maternal healthcare will also
positively impact infant mortality and gender
inequity. However, factors such as corruption,
lack of infrastructure, insufficient female
education, and scarcity of medical resources
may be obstacles for those hoping to enter
the market.

Data and ResultsData and Results
After analyzing trends in these three areas, we
determined which countries were trending positively.
We used trend analysis to determine which countries
would be best for mobile technology initiatives and
which would be best to avoid.
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